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Human rights defenders 

On 5/4 Yury Dmitriev was acquitted of child pornography, but 

convicted him of possessing a firearm. (The Moscow Times, 5/4) 
 

Freedom of expression 

On 1/4 blogger Mikhail Svetov said he was beaten and sent back 

to Moscow upon arrival by air in Kemerovo. (RFE/RL, 1/4) 
 

On 3/4 reports said activist Oksana Pokhodun is facing time in 

jail in Krasnoyarsk for storing provocative memes in a private 

album on social media.  (The Moscow Times, 3/4)  
 

On 3/4 RSF condemned major Russian TV channels for playing 

down bad news. (Reporters Without Borders, 3/4) 
 

On 4/4 a Nizhny Novgorod prison filed a lawsuit against Maria 

Alekhina and Sobesednik for defamation. (RAPSI, 4/4) 
 

On 5/4 the State Duma passed in first reading a bill proposing to 

block websites containing defamatory information. (RAPSI, 5 /4) 
 

On 6/4 the government started legal proceedings to block the 

Telegram messaging app. (BBC, 6/4) 
 

LGBT rights 

On 3/4 the LGBT Network said it has helped 114 people flee 

Chechnya to avoid persecution over their sexual orientation or 

that of their relatives since April 2017. (RFE/RL, 3/4)  
 

On 5/4 rights groups said one year after an anti-gay purge in 

Chechnya the Russian authorities have failed to take effective 

action. (Human Rights Watch, 5/4; Amnesty International, 4/4) 
 

On 6/4 Belgium said it had given humanitarian visas to five gay 

men from Chechnya who face persecution for their sexual 

orientation in their native region. (RFE/RL, 6/4) 
 

Freedom of conscience 

On 3/4 a preliminary hearing in Orel into a criminal case against 

Jehovah's Witness Dennis Christensen, a Danish citizen charged 

with extremism, was adjourned.(RFE/RL, 3/4)  
 

On 6/4 the FSB said a new criminal case on money laundering 

was opened against a leader of the Church of Scientology of St. 

Petersburg. (RAPSI, 6/4) 
 

Right of assembly 

On 2/4 an activist said Moscow city authorities denied 

permission to hold a protest against sexual harassment on a 

square near the Kremlin on 3/4. (RFE/RL, 3/4) 
 

Elections 

On 3/4 in Ekaterinburg an upcoming election for mayor was 

cancelled to oust mayor Evgeny Roizman who opposed the re-

election of Vladimir Putin. (The Guardian, 3/4) 
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