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Freedom of expression 

On 9/4 Aleksandr Byvshev was convicted of ‘inciting hatred’ and 

sentenced to 330 hours community service for a poem entitled 

‘On Ukraine’s Independence’. (Human Rights in Ukraine, 9/4) 
 

On 12/4 a bill providing for fines of up to 50m roubles for social 

media refusing to remove false and illegal information passed its 

first reading in the State Duma. (RAPSI, 12/4)  
 

On 12/4 the State Duma passed in final reading a bill specifying 

regulations for blocking websites containing defamatory 

information. (RAPSI, 12/4)  
 

On 13/4 a Moscow court approved a request from Roskomnadzor 

to block the Telegram messaging app immediately. (BBC, 13/4) 
 

On 13/4 chief executive of Telegram messenger app Pavel Durov 

vowed to allow users to circumvent a Russian government ban of 

the service. (The Moscow Times, 13/4)  
 

Right of assembly 

On 11/4 three activists were arrested and charged with staging an 

unlawful protest over alleged sexual harassment by MP Leonid 

Slutsky. (The Guardian, 11/4) 
 

Prosecutions 

On 7/4 opposition activist Mikhail Savostin from Mineralnye 

Vody was remanded in custody on suspicion of possessing drugs 

which he claims were planted on him. (Caucasian Knot, 13/4) 
 

On 11/4 Ihor Hryb, father of Ukrainian student Pavlo 

Hryb, said the remand centre where Pavlo is held refuses to pass 

on food to his son. (Human Rights in Ukraine, 12/4) 
 

On 12/4 in Nalchik a rally was held demanding that the 

investigation into the suspected murder of Khusey Makitov by 

police officers be overseen by the General Prosecutor’s Office. 

(Caucasian Knot, 12/4) 
 

On 12/4 Moscow City Court upheld an eight-year prison term for 

former Economy Minister Aleksei Ulyukaev, convicted of 

bribery. (RFE/RL, 13/4) 
 

Chechnya  

On 9/4, a year on from a campaign of persecution against gays in 

Chechnya, activists in Moscow installed a memorial sign near the 

Chechnya representative office. (Caucasian Knot, 10/4) 
 

On 12/4 reports said law enforcers in Grozny have detained and 

threatened relatives of Chechen blogger Tumso Abdurakhmanov, 

who is in Poland to avoid persecution. (Caucasian Knot, 12/4) 
 

On 12/4 reports said Grozny resident Usman Lorsanov, missing 

for more than two weeks, is being held at a Grozny police 

station. (Caucasian Knot, 12/4) 
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