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Journalists, activists, officials 

On 15/4 Maksim Borodin, a Russian investigative journalist, died 

after falling from his home in Ekaterinburg. (The Guardian, 16/4)  
 

On 16/4 the first hearing in a defamation lawsuit against human 

rights defender Aleksandr Saveliev, was held in Krasnodar. 

(Front Line Defenders, 20/4)  
 

On 17/4 Rostislav Antonov, leader of a consumer-protection 

group in the Novosibirsk, says an arson attack destroyed his 

dacha. (RFE/RL, 17/4) 
 

On 18/4 reports said prominent Siberian indigenous rights 

activists, Vladislav and Yana Tannagashev, have left Russia 

fearing for their safety. (RFE/RL, 19/4)  
 

On 19/4 a district head in Moscow region, Aleksander Shestun, 

who opposes a local landfill, said he has received death threats 

from senior officials. (The Moscow Times, 20/4) 
 

Freedom of expression 

On 16/4 Roskomnadzor said  it had notified Internet providers 

they must "restrict access" to Telegram as the result of an 13/4 

court ruling in favor of the regulator. (RFE/RL, 16/4)  
 

On 17/4 reports said there were problems accessing online 

services in Russia as a result of the authorities' bid to block the 

Telegram messaging app. (BBC, 17/4) 
 

Prison, pre-trial detention 

On 16/4 a report said Valery Pshenichny, suspected of 

embezzlement, was raped, tortured, and killed in pretrial 

detention on 5/2. (RFE/RL, 17/4)  
 

As of 19/4 there have been four unnatural deaths in Simferopol 

remand prison since 6/4. (Human Rights in Ukraine, 20/4)  
 

On 19/4 a court extended the house arrest of theatre and film 

director Kirill Serebrennikov for three months. ( RFE/RL, 19/4)  
 

On 19/4 President Putin signed amendments to the Criminal 

Procedure Code introducing prohibition of certain actions as 

measures of pre-trial restraint. (RAPSI, 19/4) 
 

Freedom of assembly 

On 15/4 activists said police forcefully dispersed protesters 

blocking a road to a controversial landfill near Volokolamsk, and 

briefly detained at least 10 of them. (RFE/RL, 16/4) 
 

On 18/4 a Moscow court ordered Maria Alekhina to perform 100 

hours of community service for a protest against the banning of 

the Telegram messaging app. (RFE/RL, 18/4) 
 

On 20/4 Kemerovo Regional Court banned a rally against former 

regional Governor Aman Tuleyev. (RFE/RL, 20/4) 
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