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The courts – human rights defenders / activists 

On 19/3 a court in Grozny extended pre-trial detention for Oyub 

Titiev. (Caucasian Knot, 19/3) 
 

On 20/3 prosecutors called for Yury Dmitriev to be sentenced to 

nine years’ prison on child pornography charges. (RFE/RL, 20/3)  
 

On 21/3 the Supreme Court upheld a 5-year suspended sentence 

given to Aleksei Navalny in the Kirovles case. (RAPSI, 21/2) 
 

Freedom of expression - Telegram 

On 20/3 the Supreme Court threw out an appeal by Telegram 

opposing demands from the FSB to provide encryption keys 

needed to read users' messaging data. (RFE/RL, 20/3) 
 

On 22/3 reports said Telegram filed an appeal with the ECtHR 

over refusal to provide the FSB encryption keys. (RAPSI, 22/3) 
 

On 23/3 a Moscow court dismissed a lawsuit by Telegram users 

alleging the FSB violated rights and freedoms. (RAPSI, 23/3) 
 

Right of association 

On 19/3 member of the banned Hizb ut-Tahrir organization was 

jailed for eight years on extremism charges. (RFE/RL, 19/3) 
 

On 21/3 the German Marshall Fund of the USA was added to its 

list of ‘undesirable’ foreign organisations. (RFE/RL, 21/3) 
 

Sexual harassment 

On 22/3 reports said some media outlets pulled correspondents 

from the State Duma after the Ethics Commission exonerated 

deputy L.Slutsky of sexual harassment. (RFE/RL, 21/3; 22/3) 
 

Alleged slavery 

On 19/3 13 Kyrgyz women were said to have been “rescued from 

slavery" at a sweatshop in Russia. (RFE/RL, 20/3) 
 

Elections 

On 19/3 the OSCE said there had been no real choice in Russia's 

presidential election and complained it had been marked by 

unfair pressure on critical voices. (The Moscow Times, 19/3) 
 

On 20/3 election analyst Sergei Shpilkin said President Putin 

may have received more than 10 million falsified votes 

nationwide in the 18/3 election. (RFE/RL, 20/3)  
 

On 21/3 Reuters reported that a number of people were identified 

voting more than once on 18/3. (The Moscow Times, 21/3) 
 

Chechnya 

On 20/3, four men were killed in by law enforcers in Chechnya 

near the border with Ingushetia. (Caucasian Knot, 22/3) 
 

Crimea 

On 22/3 the FSB took Crimean Tatar activist Nariman 

Memediminov for questioning. His wife said he may face 

charges of propagating terrorism. (RFE/RL, 22/3) 
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