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LGBT rights, Women’s rights 

On 30/3 Roskomnadzor added Gay.ru, a prominent website for 

the gay community, to a list of banned sites for violating a law on 

gay propaganda. (The Moscow Times, 30/3) 
 

On 30/3 President Putin's spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, described 

actresses who say they were sexually harassed by Hollywood 

producer Harvey Weinstein as "prostitutes." (RFE/RL, 30/3) 
 

Human rights defenders, activists 

On 27/3 historian Yury Dmitriev, on trial on child-pornography 

charges, said he is not guilty. (RFE/RL, 27/3)  
 

On 28/3 Sirazhutdin Datsiev, the head of Memorial Human 

Rights Centre’s office in Dagestan, was brutally assaulted outside 

his home in Makhachkala. (Amnesty International, 28/3; Human 

Rights Watch, 29/3) 
 

On 30/3 a Moscow district court upheld a fine imposed on Petr 

Pavlensky for setting fire to the FSB HQ. (RAPSI, 30/3) 
 

Right of assembly 

On 26/3 Sochi police detained Valery Tuaev for a solo picket 

against “unfair” presidential elections. (Caucasian Knot, 27/3) 
 

On 27/3 Sochi police detained Dmitry Titkov and Vadim 

Polikanov, members of local election commissions, who were 

protesting over election irregularities. (Caucasian Knot, 27/3) 
 

On 29/3 Sochi court marshals detained Irina Barkhatova, holding 

a single person protest against corruption. (Caucasian Knot, 30/3) 
 

On 29/3 Mikhail Fedotov, chair of the Human Rights Council, 

said public events following the Kemerovo fire showed the need 

to amend the law on public assembly. (RAPSI, 29/3) 
 

On 29/3 over a dozen anti-waste dump protesters in Kolomna, 

east of Moscow, were arrested. (The Moscow Times, 29/3) 
 

On 30/3 officials said a state of emergency would be declared in 

Volokolamsk, north-west of Moscow, where thousands have 

protested over toxic fumes from a landfill site. (BBC, 30/3) 
 

Freedom of conscience 

On 28/3 the FSB conducted searches at the premises of the 

Church of Scientology of St. Petersburg whose leading members 

have been charged with various offences. (RAPSI, 28/3) 
 

On 28/3 six Israeli citizens were fined for “illegal missionary 

activity” during Hanukkah in 2017.  (The Moscow Times , 28/3) 
 

Racism 

On 27/3 the Russian Football Union said it would investigate 

racist chants heard directed at French players during a friendly 

game in St. Petersburg. (The Moscow Times, 28/3) 
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